J.W. van Westrienen
Beest, Gelderland — Grand Haven, Michigan
J.W. van Westrienen to Marinus van Doorne

December 16, 1876

Dear Grandfather, Grandmother and further relations:

Since we feel the urge to write you we like to write you a few lines,
that through the Lord's goodness we are all fit and healthy and we similarly
hope the same for you. Dear Grandfather, as we haven't heard from you in a
long time, and it was indeed a great surprise and a glad tiding for us when
uncle C. Bos came from you to us bringing happy greetings from you all.
also that through the Lord's goodness you all are still fresh and healthy
which made us extremely happy. Uncle Bos was with us on December 11, though
of very short duration, as he wanted to visit the relatives and his time was
short, but it was happiness for us that we could receive your greetings from
him for us.

Dear Grandfather, the old year has almost gone by. It didn't look all
that good in the spring, because of the water that threatened to flood us,
the harvest, this past summer was richly blessed despite all of it. Wheat
was relatively good, rye, oats, beans and peas, and potatoes, too, which
gave a passable relief, were very tasty - price 2.50 to 3 per hecto litre
(mud). But because everything is so expensive here, it means working to
continue eating, because if you want a small piece of land here, you have to
pay from 180 to 200 guilders and more for 2 1/4 acres of land, in rent. So
you can understand that we do not save very much, especially since a

laborer's wage is 12 nickles a day in the winter and in the summer 15 to 20



nickles! Really not much. But because I and Father earn quite a bit
together, we are doing okay and able to earn a livelihood along with a piece
of land, some sheep (about 4) and some pigs, and so we scrape it together,
we don't complain. And Grandfather, though we are far apart from each
other, we still can carry each other's needs in prayer. Oh, let us practice
this. We hope it from you as well and gladly look forward to your letters
which you will send us soon. Yes, we long for you, Mother especially, who
experienced her sorrow so early already with the loss of my Father - which
was unknown to me - but this is the Lord's will. He did not desert us. He
is a Father to the widows and a Father to orphans. He once again provided a
father for me. It is Gijsbert de Vaal, who - a few years ago - was united
in marriage with Mother and has also a son, named Johannes, he is almost 19
years now, but because of an infirmity on his legs he walks with crutches
and is a tailor. And now I through the Lord's blessings hope to reach my
20th birthday on the second of January 1877.

Beloved Grandfather, if you write to us, write us how it is going with
uncle Kornelis and his family, as we heard from uncle Bos that he does not
live in with you any more. Give our greetings to uncle Kornelis and his
family from us all and tell him that we are all well and healthy.

Furthermore, our greetings to all from Father, Mother and me and
brother Johannes. Give our greetings to all friends and strangers, and the
Lord bless you, soul and body, internally and externally. With these words
I shall end this time and shall break off with the pen, but not with our
heart.

And sign with my hand,

J.W. van Westrienen,

son of P. van Westrienen and A.T. van Doorne



If you write to us, address it like this: G.B. de Vaal
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